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“Catholic education is about an investment in a vision that comes from the Gospel that creates the values bg whicha
Catholic school is known and identified, and that makes the values real and alive and applicable to life. Catholic schools are
Piaces where faith and knowledge meet, but unless that meeting insPires, unless that meeting engages, unless that meeting
Iignts a icire, unless that meeting cl’ianges lives, our schools are simPlg that . . . schools.” (bisiioP David O’Conne”J Diocese
of Trenton)

Here at St. JoseP]'i School we are Proucl to offer an education that is distinctive among educational institutions in our area.
We are excited to have the opportunitg during Catholic Schools Week to share what our students are learning and what
tneg have accomplis]ﬁeci. We hope to see you and your icamilg at some of our events. Please bringyour friends and

neigi’ibors, Par‘ticularlg those who may be considering Catholic education for their own children.

Pleasejoin me in tnanl(ing those who l"IClP make St. Joseph School a great success: our teaciiers, stag, administrators,
PTG, School Board members, parents, volunteers and alumni. Due to their ciedica’cion, motivation, insPiration, and
commitment, our students are iearning in a culture of Fait]'i, academics and service. We are PreParing them for a full life in

their families, communities, and the Catholic Church.

Thank You
To Mr. Barton and the Fifth Grade class for their beautiful Martin Luther King, Jr. Prager Service. We are alwags 50 Proud
and moved to see our children stand up in front of the school communitg sharing their talents and exPer‘tise while snowing

great COI’]HC{CHCC and COH’IPOSUFC‘

To our teachers and Parents who came to suPPort the 7th and 8th gracle dance. You need true “dedication” to be on campus

for over two hours wanclering througi'i middle school students, and listening to their very loud music. ©

To the K-8 teachers and students who PrePared the readings and intentions for their grade level Masses last week. We are
confident that our children are buildinga strong faith commitment, and understand whg our school community is so sPecial.
Next to loving care and Proviciing the necessities for iiFe, you can’t offer your child a greater Preparation for life than to
Provicle them with a faith-based reiationsniP with God t]'irough Jesus Christ. Your child will need to navigate ti‘xrough life’s
storms. Children have imPortant transitions in their lives and we need to help them build a decision making process based
on more than rules and reguiations. We need to offer them a faith-based decision making process—one based on a God

that loves them and has set up strong Va|ues, and offers them the right way to live based on His Love.

To Camille b., Destany b., Blake W., Riana T., and Elizabeth 5. for Volunteering togoto the SouPer Kitchen last week.
Your helP is alwags aPPreciatecl‘ ©

To all of the folks who had angthing to due with Planning and executing the Crab Feed. I have heard not]'iing but fabulous
comments about the appetizers, the sa|ac|, the Pasta, the crab, and the service proviclecl bg our Seventh and Eighth Grade
students. It was a wonderful and delicious way to bring together a small part of our school and parish communities. Next

year, watch out, our gym will be Paclcedl lam so grateicul to you a”, and was sorry | had to miss it.



Tothe Parent volunteers who helPecl Put up Pictures and wall graﬁciti for OPer\ House on Sunclag. It looks great!

Tuition Assistance

We have recentlg uPdated the tuition assistance information on the web site. Information can be located bg Fo”owfng this
Path:

* on home page, click on general information

* next page, click on tuition and admissions

* next page, click on tuition assistance

* next page, click on tuition assistance programs

=% Please read throug]’m the information very careFu”g bkt

Don’t Forget that we have scheduled a worlcshop on Thursdag, F‘ebruarg 9, from3:00 — 7:00 PM for those PeoPle who
may have cluestions, concerns, or need additional support with Fi”ing out the forms. Please call the office to set up an

aPPointment for that evening‘ We are here to assist as much as we can with your efforts to secure funds for next Hear’s

EXX)

tuition. *** Be sure to bring all your Pal:)erwork with you.

Bricks
Please consider Purchasinga brick to honor your gracluating student or your First Communicant. What a sPecia| way to
alwags remember the dag. © Enclosed you will find an order form for your convenience. All monies collected are still going

into the dream fund for buildinga new {:aci]itg for Extended Care.

From the Bookkeeper

We still have a few {:amilies who have not yet turned in their Auction Donation. If you have received an invoice, Please pay
this as soon as Possible. We are sure our s]'moPPers have been out and about Purclﬁasing many wonderful and useful items
for us to bid on during our upcoming sPectacu|ar annual event.

Some families have not started on their SCRIP requirement. You will end up owing the bug out amount come May. As a
reminder, if you own $2000, you are able to bug it out at $200/$1000 owed, the bug out is $100.

Also, there are some families who have not turned in any hours sheets. On May 1, you will be billed for any incomplete
hours at $25.00 per hour. Please do not assume that we know that you are the cl’}airPerson ofa Particu]ar event, that you

area CYO vo”eyba” or basketball coach, etc. Those hours must be Placec[ on one of the forms and turned into the office.

From our Youth Minister

* A coach or Parent must alwags be on site before any CYO team members are allowed into the gym. Continua”g, children
are being clroPPed off by their parents to be left alone in the gym. Theg walk in unsuPervised and remain so until a parent
ha pens to come or the coach arrives. We have had to ask them to remain seated in the bleachers and not Play on the
court at all. O)Ctentimes, Faith Formation/Youth Directors must go out to the lobbg to (a) try to watch them from the door
as they Forget to stag seated and then Plag ba”, and (b) watch our students 1Crom the door to be Picked up-

* When there are school meetings after hours on Tuesdags and Wec‘nesclags c]uring Faith Formation, we want to keep all
Families, drivers and children safe. We need everyone to use the back gate on Prune Street to enter and park at the middle
school or in front of the gym. ltis too clangerous to enter t]’rrough the front gate, esPeciang with Faith Formation traffic
using Plum Street to exit. We also ask that parents walk on the gym sidewalk behind the ge”ow chains when making their
way to the middle school so that car traffic does not put them in clanger.

SOUPER BOWL 2012:
The Souper Bowl is a national and annual effort that takes Place in Parishes

during SuPer Bowl weekend in suPPort of neeclg charities.
During the weekend Masses of I:ebruar9 4 and 5, youth from the Peer Ministry,



Confirmation and Youth Ministry programs will collect monetary and non

erishable food donations, and we will have barrels from the Food Bank in
the church vestibules. The Food Bank will Pick up the full barrels on
F‘ebruarg 6.

Non Perishable food items are:

Canned meats such as: spam, tuna, crn'cl(en, crab, ham, angthing mcatg inacan
Peanut Butter in Plasticjars

Cereals- both hot and cold

Canned fruits

SouPs

Angthing that has a pop-top lid

ToP Ramen

We hoPc that the Parisrx exceeds the amount of $3090.00 from last gcar’s
drive. All SouPer Bowl Proceecls will be givcn to the Food Bank of Contra
Costa & Solano Counties, and San Francisco’s St. Anthong’s Dining Room.

Please consider beinggenerous to suPPort those who are less fortunate.

Spc”ing Bee

The st. JoscPh SPc”ing Bee will be held on chncsday, l:cbruarﬂ 15, at1:00 PMin the school gym. Three toP sPc”ers are
selected from each of the Grades 5 throug]n 8to com[:)cte in the SPe”ing Bee. The winners are selected from the toP
sPe”crs based on the written test administered in the classrooms in January. The students getvery enthusiastic, c]’rccring
on their classmates cluring the sPe”ing bee. Come andjoin the fun. The school winner competes in the Regional written and

oral SPe”ing Bee in Walnut Creek in March for a chance to goto the National SPe”ing Beein Washington DC.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We need two or three volunteers to l’xelP administer the Bee. The teachers do some Par‘ts, but a few Parents are needed to
hCIP setup. And one or two PcoPIe to he|[:> with checking the ru|cs, kccPing track of the students Participating recorcling

the selected words, and rccording the winners.
Please contact the SPc”ing Bee coordinator, Elgse Heilshorn at 510-70% 5407 or ehei[si@gmai[.com.
WANT TO EARN HOURS AND HAVE FUN?

Volunteer to coordinate the Spelling Bee next year. Guiclelines, timelines and templates are all Preparecl and reac]g to use.

Afun, {:as’cjob‘ Give our students the oPPortunitg to excel in sPe”ingl
Contact the current coordinator, Elyse Heilshorn to learn more or volunteer, at 510~70% 5407 or choilsﬁ@gmai!.aom.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR AUCTION MERCHANDISING ROOM

Volunteer to helP track, sort and distribute Purchased items at the Auction March 17. About 5 gundraising hours can be
earned working from 7 pm to miclnight.

Please contact the merc]ﬁandising room coordinator, E!gse Heilshorn at 510-703 5407 or ehei[sﬁ@gmail.com to volunteer.
Calendar:

s+ Please refer to your Catholic Schools Week calendar that was sent home last week. There are many “fun-filled” events

going on throughout the week. =



1/29 OPening of Catholic Schools Week with Mass at 10:30 AM, followed bg OPcn House bcginning at
11:45 AM. See you there!

1/%0 SPecial Persons’ Luncheon

1/31 Faith Families Lunch, 11:30 — 12:30 PM
Faculty/StaFF vs. Student Council “blind” Vo”eyba” game, 2:00 PM

2/1 “When | Grow UP Day”

2/2 100th Day celebrations for Grades K-2
“Dance of Faith” after Mornfng Assemblg

2/ Minimum Day
SuPPort Cancer Awareness bg wearing PJ’s to school.- Please see more information in the Monclag
er\vcloPe
Buddg Bingo, Song/SPirit Ra”g

Teacher APPreciation Luncheon
2/4 Fathcr/Daughter Dance, 5:30 — 8:30 PM

“* Dye to unforeseen circumstances, Bingo has been canceled for the remainder of the year. Please remove it from your

calendar. ***
Blessings,

Mrs. Marseille

Mission Statement: St. JoscPh School is a Christ-centered community of lti-[ong learners. Each child is valued and
rcsPcctecl asa unicluc individual and as a member of God’s Familg. St. Joseph School is committed to Provic[inga well-
rounded education for our students. We promote the Christian growtl'w of each child as he/she clevclops sPirituang, mora”g,
inte”cctua”g, socia”g, cultura”g, and Physica”g.

Fu”g accredited bg the Western Catholic Education Association and the Western Association of Schools and Co”eges






